
 

 

 
 

News Release 

 

Mike Farley, University of Toronto Schools wins CG Education 
Innovation in Geography Teaching award 

 
OTTAWA, ONTARIO November 12, 2014 – Canadian Geographic Education (CGE) today announced that 
Mike Farley is the winner of the 2014 Innovation in Geography Teaching award. “Mike understands 
youth culture and uses their interests to get them hooked on learning about subjects like energy, 
climate change, natural disasters, and the environment by using ChangeGamer, a computer game 
database with original supporting curriculum,” said Connie Wyatt Anderson, Chair of Canadian 
Geographic Education. ”Teachers need this kind of classroom innovation tool and it’s why we are 
delighted to give Mike Farley the highest Geography teaching award in Canada.” 
 
A geography teacher since 2001, Mike Farley is currently the Department Coordinator of Canadian and 
World Studies at University of Toronto Schools in Toronto. “Ten years ago I introduced a video game 
about peace and conflict in a grade 12 class and was struck by the profound effect it had,” said Mike 
Farley. “Since then I have used more than 30 impact games in my Grades 7 to 12 geography classes 
which led to the creation of the organization ChangeGamer.”  As a recent recipient of a Eureka grant 
from the Newton Foundation, Mike Farley is carrying out further research on games in education with 
his classes in this school year in conjunction with the University of Toronto.  
 
The Innovation in Geography Teaching award is comprised of a medal and $2,500. It recognizes an 
outstanding contribution to geographic education in Canada. His Excellency the Right Honourable 
David Johnston, Governor General of Canada and patron of The Royal Canadian Geographical Society 
(RCGS), will preside over the RCGS Awards Ceremony, when Mike Farley will receive his medal on 
Wednesday, November 19th, 2014, at the Canada Aviation and Space Museum in Ottawa.   
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For more information, please contact: 
Deb Chapman 
Communications Manager 
The Royal Canadian Geographical Society 
613.745.4629 
chapman@rcgs.org 

 
Canadian Geographic Education (CG Education) is the educational network of The Royal Canadian Geographical 
Society, one of Canada’s largest educational associations. The programs of CG Education aim to strengthen 
geographic education in the classroom and to increase the emphasis on geography within the school system. 
Through innovative programming with a wide range of public and private sector partners, CG Education 
endeavours to foster geographic engagement and increase the public awareness of and support for geographical 
literacy. For more information, visit www.cgeducation.ca 

 

http://www.utschools.ca/
http://www.changegamer.ca/
http://www.cgeducation.ca/

